APPENDIX III

A NOTE ON HITLER

ADOLF HITLER'S father, Alois, was the son of an Itinerant
miller, Johann HIedlcr (for so the family spelled its name
a hundred years ago), of the village of Spital, in Upper
Austria, by a peasant woman named Maria Schicklgriiber,
Alois must have been a boy of very enterprising tempera-
ment, for he ran awav from home at the age of thirteen
with a few shillings in his pocket, and made his living
as a cobbler in Vienna, where also he managed to learn
to read and write.

When he was twenty-three he married his first wife,
Anna Glasl-Horer, a woman of some means, who was
fourteen years his senior. By her he had two children,
Alois, Jr., and Angela, half-brother and half-sister of the
German Chancellor, Alois had by now educated him-
self, and obtained a post in the Austro-Hungarian Customs
Service at Branau, on the German frontier. Anna died in
1883, and Alois almost immediately married again, but
his second wife died within the year. His third wife, the
Chancellor's mother, was pretty Klara Poelzl, a peasant
girl from Spital, whose mother, Johanna, was a cousin of
Johann Hiedler. So Klara was her husband's second
cousin once removed.

The Chancellor's parents were a handsome pair; she,
blonde, slender, with great, tender eyes and a sensitive
face; he, a fine figure of a man, inclined to stoutness in
later life, with bushy whiskers and a heavy moustache
drooping over a powerful jaw. Both were of sound
peasant stock, God-fearing, and ambitious in their way.
Alois had risen from being a homeless boy to a respected
Customs official Klara had left Spital at an early age to
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